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in the aerial view (above right.)

David Stauth, OSU News Service
Norm Anderson, a professor of entomology at OSU, uses a net to obtain samples of
aquatic insects from Clearwater Creek in August 1989. This is the exact area shown

Region now living laboratory

By Carolyn Homan
OSU News Service

The early lessons of death and de-
struction on Mount St. Helens have
given way to recovery and regenera-
tion in the 10 years since the blast.

The mountain has many lessons
left to teach, according to Fred
Swanson, a professor of geology and
Torestscience at Oregon State Uni-
versity, and U.S. Forest Service
geologist. To scientists, students and
visitors alike, Mount St. Helens
stands as a marvelous living labora-
tory.

Swanson, who works as part of an
ecosystem group at the Forestry
Sciences Laboratory at QSU, said
the eruption was ‘‘the chance of a
lifetime’’ to study the geological-eco-
logical interactions in a relatively
accessible place.

In the early post-eruption days, a
new visitor to the mountain faced a
day of ‘‘oh, wows,”’ he said. “It’s
just so overwhelming at first.”

But the educational aspects soon

take over because of the ‘‘tremen-
dous spectrum of opportunities.” As
an educational resource, St. Helens
stands out.

““A lot of other volcanoes have
erupted, but this one is special,”
Swanson said. Because of pre-erup-
tion studies and instrumentation in
place before and during the blast,
scientists have a much better record
of the events than virtually any-
where else in the world.

The early ‘‘death and destruc-
tion”’ view has given way to an his-
torical perspective. Perhaps the
most powerful aspect of the interpre-
tive education program throughout
the ‘‘devastated’ area is the rapid
recovery and regeneration of forests,
streams and lakes, Swanson said.

Many projects were funded that
fostered communication among sci-
entists in many disciplines and al-
lowed ecological studies to be placed
in their geological context. Some of
the research is reflected in the pub-
licinterpretive program at the visi-
tor’s center.

Nature repairs scars

But scientists, including many fron
and stream ecology; insects and other
turn of trees, plants and animals.

And in the past 10 years, the most ¢
tists has been surprise at the speed of
ture could repair such devastating wou

“Things have really boomed back f:
““The life returned in successional patt:
There are now fish in the streams. And
been stocked with fish, the zooplankton
any predators to eat them.
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Quite a few students have done blast zor
graduate and undergraduate work grew fas
on St. Helen’s and participated in ash. See
field trips and workshops, primarily started fi
because of the rich nature of possi- ash, eve
bilities: water quality work, soil ero- Workers

sion, vegetation succession and re- acres of
generation, wildlife studies. taster the
“‘Students see the effects of the in- N
tensity and duration of the disturb- tle comp
ance very clearly,”” said Arthur R PL
_McKee, site director of OSU’s H.J. berry bus
Andrews Experimental Forest. He aged to ¢
‘has primarily researched recovery covered !

of vegetation on stream and lake
shores. W INS
The educational value mulitiplies streams t
because of the diversity, McKee ments fle
said. Students were amazed by the “boom al
example of Grizzly Lake, for in- each yea
stance, a body of water blasted com- B VE
pletely out of its bed by the eruption. ————
Interference by man has clouded are nearl
the interpretation of some data, but fore the &
““in general,” McKee said, “‘it’s a baei Sl
fine laboratory. The students are

awestruck by what they see.” been the
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Recently I got a long letter
from Rob Dole Rob of course

Dave Barry '

pulling the legs oft a live rabhit
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