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John Costa, project chief for the U.S. Geological Survey,
inspects the concrete structure after a demonstration.

Giant flume
lets scientists
create slides

®m Debris: The government project east
of Blue River is expected to draw
researchers from around the world.
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By LANCE ROBERTSON
The Register-Guard

BLUE RIVER — A unique government project launched
near here Wednesday will study the destructive power of rocks
and other debris in landslides and volcanic flows.

Scientists sent 40 tons of rock and water down a 310-foot
concrete flume Wednesday in the inaugural experiment of a
debris-flow project at the H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest.

. The channel is the only one
of its kind in the United States

‘“The detailed  and is the largest in the world.

It is expected to draw scientists

measurements from around the globe to the
and site east of Blue River. -

observations “The detailed measure-

3 2 ments and observations that
that we’re goiNg we're going to make haven't

to make haven’t been possible anywhere in the

world so far,” said Dick Iver-

been possible s, ascientist for the U.S. Geo-

logical Survey in Vancouver,

anywhere in t!‘,e Wash., which spent $262,271
world so far. building the concrete flume.

mmu Researchers from China

U.S. Geological Survey and Japan, where large mud-

flows are widespread, already
— I have visited the site.

The Andrews forest, founded in 1948, is a joint project of the

U.S. Forest Service, Willamette National Forest and Oregon

* State University. The Geological Survey will run the flume
facility.

Debris flows have been studied for decades; scientists at
Andrews have been studying them for more than 30 years. But
experts said it has been difficult to gather data because the
slides usually occur in inaccessible spots or when no one is
around.

Scientists usually are left trying to piece together how a
slide occurred after the fact.

“It’s hard to see a natural flow,” said Richard LaHusen, a
Geological Survey scientist helping spearhead the project. “You
never know when they’ll occur or how big they’ll be.”
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Turn to SLIDES, Page 4A A crew member passes beneath the 310-foot-long flume used to simulate landslides.
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