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old growth _better carhon dmxnde filter than newer trees, says report
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Cutting old-growth forests substantmlly in-

~ creases the carbon dioxide in the earth’s atmo- -

sphere, according to a report co-authored by
Mark Harmon and William Ferrell, of OSU’s
department of forest science, and Jerry
Franklin, of the University of Washington.

Combustion of fossil fuels is to be the

primary cause of carbon dioxide pollution, -

which scientists say leads to the

effect. But this additional source has been iden-
tified and reported in the Feb. 9 issue of
g . . p———rem———

* “Harmon said previous harvesting decisions

made by the timber industry and the U.S.

Forest Service were based on ‘a conventional
wisdom.

“It was argued that since young trees more
‘actively remove carbon from the environment,
old-growth forests could be harvested and
replanted, resulting in a net envmonmental
gain,” Harmon said.

“It was thought that younger more active
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inold-growthecowstems It was found that the
maximum carbon storage capacity of any

forest currently under management was only

65 percent when compared to old-growth
“We addressed the entire cnrbon budget

within a forest,” Ferrell said, *

rateofdeeompomtwnefthewoodwithina

foresttotherateofdecompomhﬂnufthepro—'

ducts that come out of a forest.

“Old-growth studies over the last 30 years
indicate a steady state, a carbon equilibrium.
As a tree dies, it is replaced by another from
the understory. The statistical average over a

long period of time is a constant,” Ferrell said. | g
But managed forests, with an average rota-
tion age of 60 years, never recover the carbon

losttotheahnospherewhmtheonginalold—
growthwaslogged.

Harmonsaxdonlyabmtﬁpercentafthenh—
lized timber actually becomes building mate-
rials. The other 55 percent is processed or be-

comeswoodfuel andreleasescarbonintuthe'

Ferrell said last fall, vaGamaniorester,
spokeatOSUammmmsameﬂmt; ,
‘German forests have a longer harvest cycle,
- resulting in the average age of a harvested tree

being 150 years. This extended rotation of the |
timber crop would more closely approximate
.thecarbonstoragempautyofanold-growth

forest.

- Ferrell said he hopes their research will
broaden the scale that Northwest economic

problems are weighed on. “This is a global
issue, and we have to think in global terms.”
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‘The study estimates that of all the carbon only 0.017 percent of the Earth’s land surface.
dioxide added to the earth’s atmosphere inthe  The impact has been particularly significant
last century, 2percentofthatvolumeczme ‘because these forests were among the largest
from in Oregon and Wash- mdmostproducﬁvemtbeworld Harmon

old-growth logging
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