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Tree-rings and the charcoal record from lake cores have been used to reconstruct fire
history in the Pacific Northwest (Washington, Oregon, and northern California). As more
studies are completed, there is a need to compile these sources for comparison with each other
and for use by natural resource managers. In addition, as we scale management up to the
landscape level, accessing fire history data from over broad areas becomes that much more
important.

Studies as of May 2005 that were within the Northwest Forest Plan area were
documented and mapped. This is likely not a complete list of fire histories for the region. Fire
histories were compiled by examining sources cited in other studies, through database searches,
and through personal communication with J.K. Agee and C.N. Skinner.

Approximate point locations for 38 studies were placed without access to specific
coordinates from most authors and in some cases points were placed in the approximate area
based on administrative boundaries (i.e. a specific National Forest). Charcoal studies are
underrepresented on this map, with only three sources listed. See map on page 5.
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Map of fire history locations within the Northwest Forest Plan area. Green circles = tree-ring
studies; black traingles = charcoal studies.
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